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The Mimms family gives back to the city that helped it prosper

Fathers and sons: Malon Mimms, eft, joined his father's enterprise in 1955; his sons Robert, center, and Lonnie, right, carry on the tradition

By Ed Lightsey

¥ here must have been a time when Thomas B.
T Mimms felt like he was swimming against the tides
of history.

On the eve of the Great Depression back in 1929, the
30-year-old government worker began moonlighting as an
Atlanta homebuilder in a market that was about to go
broke. After struggling for seven years, the ever-optimistic
Mimms decided to build homes fulltime — just before
World War 1I when the wartime demand for building sup-
plies essentially froze home construction.

But Tom Mimms showed an ability to adapt to change,
a trait that seems to have been inherited by succeeding gen-
erations of the family, who have built a company that cap-
tured the small business category of the 2006 Family
Business Awards given by the Cox Family Enterprise
Center at Kennesaw State University.

While the wartime new home market may have dried
up, the demand for rental housing was strong; and so
Mimms bought apartments, kept them fully rented and
prospered. Then, when the explosion of consumerism in
post-war America generated demand for some place to
store all those goods on their way from manufacturers to
consumers, Tom Mimms bought and built warehouses.
The currents of commerce were changing and Mimms was
being carried along by the good fortune of being in the
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right place — Atlanta, at the right time — the business
friendly *50s.

In 1955 Tom’s son Malon joined his dad in the real
estate business, just in time to see the first period of mod-
est growth in Atlanta’s suburbs. The father-son partnership
began acquiring shopping centers, warchouses and indus-
trial sites, all highly used properties in the metro area dur-
ing the expanding economic growth that would last for the
next 30 years.

Today the family businesses have been subdivided into
Mimms Enterprises, owned and operated by brothers Lonnie
Mimms, David Mimms and Robert Mimms, and the Malon
D. Mimms Company, LLC. Together they have portfolios
holding more than 100 properties with 8.3 million square
feet and 1,200 tenants concentrated in Metro Atanta, with
other holdings in Florida and Tennessee. The Mimms family
reports its holdings have grown in annual gross income from
just under $30 million in 1999 to more than $61 million in
2005.

Malon Mimms, a deeply religious man, admits to also
having powerful spiritual connections to Atlanta, as well as
a commitment to pay for the bounty it has provided his
family. “There is no other time in history and no other
place on ecarth that I would rather have been than Atlanta
during the last 50 years,” he says. “And to watch this city
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